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The green leaves o< the first (roe to be planted where the asbestos-filled Johns-Manville plant once stood surround John 
DeVHIars of the Environmental Protection Agency as he speaks at a cleanup celebration Monday morning at the Bridge 
Street property in Nashua. A small patch of grass accompanies the maple tree at the site, and the entire area is expected to 
soon be covered in greenery. Throogh the leaves to the right of DeVillars are U.S. Sen. Bob Smith, H-N.H., and state Sen. 
Debora Pignatelll, D-Nashua. 

Bonnie St. Pierre, chairwoman of a Johr«-Manville neighborhood 
task force that worked closely with federal, state and local officials 
to get the site cleaned up, reads one of the thank-you coffee mugs 
she handed out at the celebration. John DeVillars, left, and Mayor 

Ronald Davidson listen. 
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Nashua strikes 
to study Johns-
• City had requested 

$187,000 from EPA to 

explore redeveloping 

the site. 

By GRACE F. MURPHY 
Iblegrapb Sia(f 

NASHUA. - The dty has been 
turned down (oi a third lime on 
a rcqucit (or a federal gram i( 
hoped to u$c to study how to 
redevelop iht land where the 
former Johns-Manville plant 
once -iiood. 

The U.S. EiiYinjnnicntJl Pro-
teciioD Agency grants allow 
c o n i n i u n i l i e s t o s t u d y 

out on grant 
Manville land 
"brnwnncid̂ ,-which arc formci^^Pc^fund JRccords C e n t e r 

suitable for'development j p I T E ; . " ^ O n W J ^ / ^ f l ^ » f t | | K 

aK^~ cleaned up. Money from thi 
grants cannot be used o 
remcdration eftbrtj, but ii ' • " ' f ^Xl l - r iCO 
be used by comtnuoiilcs to studf-' i- W H i i ^ J 
the extent of ptx)b)c<n< on sites 
or come up with redevelopment 
plans. 

Nashua s<.iught Sir7,000 so it 
oould determine the scope and 
natttrc of any problems remain-
IQ; after the plant w u dcmol-
islicd: eommuaity outreach-, 
ocoi\omie and maikcl studies 
and strategies, and planning and 
cftgincetlaj studies. 

Nashua was the only city in 

Sec GRANT, I>a«e It 

Grant 
• From P^ce » 

New Honip.^hirc lo apply for the 
brownfifld.i HTMI . bm ii was up 

agninsi 14 applications frum New 
England ,-\nd V- niir<(mwidc. 

Of itic 160 applicjiions received 
in 1996, the EPA (undcd I I . Tlii.'i 
year, iht;rc wa.s $5 millinn 5>v:.ii3Ki/. 

Each application was cvnluaied by 
panels made up of regional and 
national tiPA mcmbcra and tcprc-
.scntativcx lrt>m other ygcncioL TIK-
fin^il selections were mndc by the 
Senior EPA nianjgcmeni .itatT. 

John DcVill-.irs. the E^W.s New 
Engl;irid .'idniini^trntor, described 
ihi: process ris "extremely competi
tive." 

from our office work wilh the city 
and advise them of their pnispccis 
in future rounds." DeViUnrs «iid. 

Aoger UawV, the city's Commu
nity Development Division director, 
,^aid the city won't wait (or funding 
but will start dis<.-us.Mng future uses 
for the property now. N;ishua is 
working to update its "master plan." 
which is a policy cuidc for Infii',' 

"It scein.1 like an appropriate time 
to lotib at the whole area and how ir 
.should t>c u.wd ill the future," Mawjc 
said. "We hope to wiitk with and 
have discussions with the ricigltt>^ii-
hot^d task force gvottp." 


